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CATHOLIC TEACHING EXPLAINED

What Is the Magisterium?

The Church'’s teaching authority, who exercises it, and how Catholics respond.

The Magisterium is the teaching authority Christ entrusted to the Catholic Church. It is exercised by the pope and the
bishops in communion with him to guard, interpret, and faithfully hand on the Word of God received through Scripture
and Tradition.

Key takeaways How the Church teaches

® Magisterium comes from the Latin magister, meaning teacher.

Ordinary Magisterium

Regular teaching by the pope or bishops. It is authoritative, though
not necessarily infallible.

® |t can mean the authority, those who exercise it, or authoritative
Church teaching.

® The ordinary Magisterium is the regular exercise of the Church'’s
teaching office.

® The extraordinary Magisterium uses especially solemn acts of Ordinary and Universal

teaching. The bishops worldwide, united with the pope, agree that a doctrine

® The ordinary and universal Magisterium can teach infallibly. of faith or morals is to be held definitively.

® Not everything a pope says is infallible.

® Non-infallible teaching is not automatically optional. . .
Extraordinary Magisterium

® The Magisterium serves revelation. It does not create it. A solemn definition by the pope or an ecumenical council on faith or
morals.

The Pope Teaches as the Church’s supreme pastor.
The Bishops Teach authentically in communion with the pope.

Divine and Catholic faith
Ecumenical Councils The college of bishops teaches with and under the Truths revealed by God and proposed as such.
pope.

Firm and definitive assent
Teachings required to safeguard and explain revelation.

Religious submission
Other authentic teaching, even when not proposed definitively.

PRIMARY SOURCES

Catechism of the Catholic Church 84-88 | Dei Verbum 10 | Lumen Gentium 25 | Doctrinal Commentary on the Professio Fidei

Further reading: catholic.com/magazine/print-edition/magisterium SAN ISIDRO CATHOLIC CHURCH



https://www.vatican.va/content/catechism/en/part_one/section_one/chapter_two/artcile_2/iii_the_interpretation_of_the_heritage_of_faith.html
https://www.catholic.com/magazine/print-edition/magisterium
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ENSENANZA CATOLICA EXPLICADA

cQuéesel Magisterio?

La autoridad docente de la Iglesia, quién la ejerce y como responde el catdlico.

El Magisterio es la autoridad docente que Cristo confi6 a la Iglesia catélica. Lo ejercen el papa y los obispos en comunion con él para custodiar,
interpretar y transmitir fielmente la Palabra de Dios recibida en la Escritura y la Tradicion.

Puntos clave Como ensefia la lglesia

® Magisterio viene del latin magister, que significa maestro.
® Puede significar la autoridad, quienes la ejercen o la ensefianza autorizada. Magisterio ordinario
® El Magisterio ordinario es el ejercicio habitual de la ensefianza de la Iglesia. Ensefianza habitual del papa o de los obispos. Es autorizada, aunque no
® El Magisterio extraordinario usa actos especialmente solemnes. necesariamente infalible.
® EIl Magisterio ordinario y universal puede ensefiar infaliblemente.
® No todo lo que dice un papa es infalible.
® Una ensefianza no infalible no es automéaticamente opcional. Ordinario y universal
® ElMagisterio sirve a la revelacion. No la crea. Los obispos del mundo, unidos al papa, concuerdan en que una doctrina de fe
o moral debe sostenerse definitivamente.
Magisterio extraordinario
Definicién solemne del papa o de un concilio ecuménico sobre fe o moral.
El Papa

ensefia como pastor supremo de la Iglesia.

. Fe divinay catélica
Los obispos
Verdades reveladas por Dios y propuestas como tales.

ensefian auténticamente en comunioén con el papa.

Los concilios ecuménicos

son el colegio de los obispos que ensefia con el papa y bajo su autoridad. Asentimiento firme y definitivo

Ensefianzas necesarias para custodiar y explicar la revelacion.

Obsequio religioso

Otra ensefianza auténtica, aunque no sea propuesta definitivamente.

FUENTES PRINCIPALES

Catecismo de la Iglesia Catélica 84-88 | Dei Verbum 10 | Lumen Gentium 25 | Comentario doctrinal a la Professio Fidei
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