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Why Are There Different Rites

in the Catholic Church?

One faith. Many ancient traditions. One Catholic Church.

THE QUICK CATHOLIC ANSWER

As the Gospel spread, the one apostolic faith took root in different regions, languages, and cultures. The
Church preserves these legitimate rites as distinct ways of living, praying, and celebrating the same mystery of
Christ.

Major liturgical traditions A rite is not a Church

A rite is a liturgical, theological, spiritual, and disciplinary
heritage. An Eastern Catholic Church is a particular Church
with its own hierarchy and identity that lives according to one
of these traditions. Several Churches can share a tradition.

Latin (Roman)
Byzantine

Alexandrian (Coptic)

Unity without uniformity

Syriac (Antiochian)
Eastern Catholic Churches are fully Catholic and in communion
with the Bishop of Rome.

Armenian
They are distinct from Eastern Orthodox Churches, which are not
currently in full communion with Rome.
Chaldean
A Latin Catholic may attend an Eastern Catholic Divine Liturgy.
Maronite Worship and disciplines may differ; the apostolic faith and

sacramental communion remain one.

Roman Catholic is Catholic, but Catholic is bigger than Roman Catholic.

SCRIPTURE & CHURCH REFERENCES

John 17:21; Acts 2:5-11; CCC 1200-1203; Orientalium Ecclesiarum; Lumen Gentium 23; CCEO canon 28.
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¢Por qué hay diferentes ritos

en la Iglesia catolica?

Una fe. Muchas tradiciones antiguas. Una sola Iglesia catéli

ca.

RESPUESTA CATOLICA BREVE

Al difundirse el Evangelio, la Unica fe apostdlica echo raices en distintas regiones, lenguas y culturas. La Iglesia
conserva estos ritos legitimos como formas diversas de vivir, orar y celebrar el mismo misterio de Cristo.

Principales tradiciones litargicas

o Latina (romana)
e Bizantina
Alejandrina (copta)
Siriaca (antioquena)
Armenia

Caldea

Maronita

Un rito no es una Iglesia

Un rito es una herencia litlrgica, teoldgica, espiritual y
disciplinaria. Una Iglesia catdlica oriental es una Iglesia
particular con jerarquia e identidad propias que vive una de
esas tradiciones. Varias Iglesias pueden compartir una
tradicion.

Unidad sin uniformidad
Las Iglesias catdlicas orientales son plenamente catdlicas y estan
en comunion con el obispo de Roma.

Son distintas de las Iglesias ortodoxas orientales, que
actualmente no estan en plena comunién con Roma.

Un catdlico latino puede asistir a una Divina Liturgia catdlica
oriental.

El culto y las disciplinas pueden variar; la fe apostdlica y la
comunidn sacramental permanecen unidas.

Ser catdlico romano es ser catodlico, pero la Iglesia catdlica es mas amplia

que el rito romano.

REFERENCIAS BiBLICAS Y DE LA IGLESIA

Juan 17:21; Hechos 2:5-11; CIC 1200-1203; Orientalium Ecclesiarum; Lumen Gentium 23; CCEQ, canon 28.
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